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Editorial

March-that time of the year when senior students take
their exams in school and the younger prepare for theirs
and all look forward to moving up to the higher grade.

Having a way to bid a proper farewell to say to VM
makes me feel quite fortunate, since there is so much to
say. We will all miss different things from this part of our
lives; you might miss the sweltering queues in the
canteen and someone else might miss the games of
football in the red sand.
While reminiscing about school days is a rather
romantic attitude towards the past, I find thinking
about the future will provide more scope for
imagination. It's always interesting to think about what
the people in our lives choose to make of themselves.
Will your 10th grade bio lab partner fulfil her dream of
becoming a best-selling novelist? What will your
conflicted deskmate of 11th grade decide to pursue,
now that you don't see him anymore and can't ask him?
That's something priceless. An environment like
VM provides- proximity. A nurturing environment
services the enduring nature of attachment one has
with their schoolmates. The experience of growing up
together and dealing with change at the same time
makes childhood friendships invaluable. I cannot wait
to see how the boys and girls I've waddled around the
KG block with grow up with me. We will all achieve great
things and I look forward to seeing my classmates
achieve brilliance.
We all grow up and apart; we meet new people, do
new things and become different ourselves. But none of
that matters because Vidya Mandir is forever a common
denominator that we will always come back to; it's
home.

After exams and class promotion, comes the much
awaited-summer break. For those who have planned on
a holiday or a short break, enjoy and stay safe. Make
best use of your summer break. How about honing your
culinary skills which many of you had picked up during
the lock down or still better how about learning a new
language?
Do come back refreshed and rejuvenated for the
next academic session.
This issue of Vidya Dhwani has reports of school
events from January to March 2021. With series,
movies on OTT platforms becoming very popular last
year, we have one series reviewed for you. To keep you
engrossed, we have an idiom search and a cartoon to
cheer you up. Do not miss the interviews of our retiring
teachers and staff. Happy reading.
Be happy. Spread cheer.
Sowmya

Nature's bounty in our campus

Silk cotton pods

We have tiny attachments to different parts of the
school that withstand the test of time. For me, it's this
newsletter that I've had the privilege to be a part of for
the last four years, throughout various issues. I hope
you enjoy this one as well.

Jackfruit

Golden blooms

Happy reading and all the best.

Reethika
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Prize Day

Shashank

On the afternoon of 3rd
February, our school
conducted its annual Prize
Day celebration. The school
grounds, usually thronged
with students from classes 6
through 12, were now
occupied only by the parents
and other family members of
the prize winners. Regardless,
the hour went on with the
same fervour.
The first order of
business was the prizes
for the teachers. JD sir,
our middle school
Hindi teacher, was
hanging up his hat
after 30 years of
service. Next, our very
own middle school
incharge ‘VM’ miss,
was awarded for her 30
years with VM. Finally, Vedavalli miss, who teaches
math for classes 6-10 was lauded for completing 20

LIBRARY WEEK

years of teaching.
Applause rung in the air
as the teachers walked
up to the podium.
Next came the
awards for the students.
The twelfth graders
received awards in
various categories, including
Most Outstanding Student,
Best Outgoing Boy (both bagged
by Avinash Narsipur), Best
Outgoing Girl (Harshini S), Best
All Rounder Girl (Sapna
Krishnakumar), Best All
Rounder Boy (AP Arjun). Then
the Board toppers and various
subject toppers were given their
awards. The afternoon ended
with the Tenth Grade Board
toppers receiving awards for
their performance.
Unfortunately, due to the
prevailing circumstances, the
celebrations didn't occur with
their usual splendour, but it
was a memorable day
nonetheless.

Tejashree

2020 was hard on everyone;
academically and emotionally.
Teachers and staff have given us the
experience of being in school, while
we are actually meeting them online.
The Interact Club team and the
teachers conducted the Library Week
for the primary and middle school
students.
The word was spread through
messages and e-invites to which the
registration forms
were linked. A week
was given for
submission and the
response was
enthusiastic.
Students of class 6
designed a bookmark, class 7
students created a unique poster
featuring a futuristic library in the

21st century and class 8 students sent a 3 minute video
enacting, imitating and speaking about their favourite
character from any book series.
Prize winners were given e-vouchers from Amazon.
The prize distribution ceremony was a virtual meet in
which the Principal Mrs. Shoba Raman, Middle schoolincharge Mrs. Vijaya Meenakshi, Librarian Mrs. Sudha
Venkatachari and Mrs. Sengeni appreciated and
lauded the efforts of the students. This was followed by
an informative speech by the faculty on the importance
of regional dialects.

Founders’ Day

Sri Subbaraya Iyer

Mrs. Padmini Chari

On 3rd February
2021, Vidya Mandir
celebrated a virtual
Founders' Day. The
proceedings started
with a prayer, followed
by a carnatic song
recital.
Viji miss from the Primary, spoke about the
founders of the school, Sister Subhalakshmi and
Mrs. Padmini Chari, who were guided by the
philanthropist, Sri Subbarya Aiyer.

Republic Day

Ankitha
-Adithya & Uttama

Sister Subbalakshmi

The chief guest for the
day was Mr. R Natraj IPS,
MLA of the Mylapore
Constituency.
Mr. Natraj gave an
inspiring speech about
how far Vidya Mandir had
come and emphasised
about the importance of school in our lives and how it
shapes us as human beings. Stressing on
the
importance of giving back to society, he urged the
students of Vidya Mandir to take the 'road not taken'
and to live a fearless life.

- Swaksha

- Aarushi
26th of January, the seventy
second Republic Day of India,
brought in the patriotic spirit and
we had a virtual celebration of the
event. Our school scouts, in
masks and berets, infused
patriotism in their songs.
Shoba
miss, our
Prinicipal,ap
tly summed
up the past
year in her
s p e e c h
mentioning

how each of us learnt to take interruption as
inspiration. The tricolour was hoisted in school
and those who were watching the proceedings
virtually saluted too.
This was followed by quick history update by
Alka miss and Saraswati miss contrasting fact
with song. The programme wound up with the
interviews by the Darpan team of the retiring
teachers and sub-staff. Although we must say a
reluctant farewell, they will forever remain a part of
Vidya Mandir.

Retiring Teachers' and Staff
Rajalakshmi Miss…
Our Tamil Teacher Raji Miss
1.Prior to teaching Tamil in
school…
I have also worked as an
accountant and I like practicing yoga.
2. As a Tamil teacher…
I enjoyed the preparation for
Annual Day-Tamil Play and
helping students for various
competitions.
3. To make my class interesting…
I start the class with news
or things the students
like or are well aware of . I
incorporate learn while
you play methodology. I talk and listen to them to make
them comfortable.
4.Teaching in Vidya Mandir….(One Word)
Happiness.
5.Challenges you faced?
I had to undergo a lot of
challenges, learn and
adapt..But they were all
positive changes.

Venkata Bhagyalakshmi miss,
our very own VB Miss who
instils in us the spirit of loving
our country………
1.Your favourite memory of
our school?
My interview in Vidya Mandir….
my first and last job.
2. A student who comes to
your mind…why?
I remember almost all my
students. At least 90% of them.
(if not their names and batches). I
can never forget Minal Savla of 1999 batch. She was
a differently-abled girl and had to be brought to the
classroom. Her cousin Nikanj would assist her with
the bag and books. She had beautiful handwriting
and scored excellent marks. Special permission was
granted to enable her to complete class 10 exams but
unfortunately she passed away just before the board
exams.
Want to move from My time to Family time.

Reading books.

Chinmayi

Visalam Akka...
1. Vidya Mandir to me…..
Children and smiles

4. Favourite personality in History.
Sardar Vallabhai Patel. - The Iron Man Of India
5. Historical shows and period dramas have
become popular. Do you think
these shows are correct
adaptations of that particular
period in History?
Fictional elements should be
used in limited quantity without
distorting the historical facts.
But docu-dramas like World War
II in colour are always welcome.

in

school

Jeyadevan Sir
JD sir…Our Hindi Teacher
Ji… Our Scouts Incharge…

with

School excursion with students from Kindergarten and Middle
School is a beautiful memory…
3. An event in school that is your favourite…
Definitely the School Annual Day. The talent, the vibrant dances
of students especially Bharatanatyam in Dance Drama is
something I really enjoyed and also Sports Day, an event which
brings to fore the sporting talent of students.

Akshata

Kalaichelvi Miss.
R.K. Miss.
Our Geography Teacher…

1. Your favourite Hindi novel?
'Godaan' the masterpiece of
Munshi Premchand. Upanyas
Chankravarti of Hindi
language.
2. Your passion of origami
and kirigami…
When I was watching some
video clips, I watched a clip
on kirigami. The fine work
attracted me a lot. I did a bit
of research and then started
the practise. It gives me a lot
of happiness and peace of
mind.

1. One important trait you
have absorbed from VM
Patience
2. What you cherish the most
in your students...
Sincerity
3. An old interest that you
took up again because of the
lockdown...
Stitching, reading
and astrology.
4. Favourite moments
from your school
days...
Acting in English plays,
doing project work. An
integral part of my
school, college and
adult life was was
reading the Reader's
Digest.

3. Sports during your
school life…

3. Your bucket list?

6.I spend my time…

2. Fun times
children…

A few of our senior teachers retire from school this summer.They have
spent their lifetime helping students year after year. We wish our
retiring teachers' and staff a happy, healthy and many blissful years ahead.

In school, I got a few
runners-up certificates (not
winner) in kabaddi and
football. I was considered a
good goal-keeper, only goalkeeper because of my flat-foot.
4.Your first
impression of VM….

5 .
G r e a t e s t
achievement from my
years at VM is...
Learning from my
fellow teachers and
students.

The warm and friendly
approach of teachers
and greenery around the
campus ( lot of trees)
made me feel that I'm
very lucky.

6. If not
Geography, your
favourite
subject...

5.Most memorable Hindi play during Annual
Day.
Hindi social play “Dada-Nani aur Bacche”
Neha

Tamil. For a brief
period I did teach
Tamil in Vidya
Mandir and cherish
those moments too.
Aryana

Answers
To be put upside down

16. Red herring
17. To tie the knot
18. Put all your eggs in
one basket
19. Walking on egg shells
20. Shadow of your
former self
21. No room to swing a
cat

22. The cat's got your
tongue
Kick the bucket
Pull your socks up
Cold feet
From Rags to riches
Time flies
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

27 to find….

With gadgets ruling the roost at home…
reality when at school…

Cartoon stripSwaksha
Answers
1. In a Nutshell
2. Piece of cake
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Cherry on the cake
Bald as a coot
A Screw loose
Stiff upper lip
Born with a silver
spoon in your mouth

8. Ear worm
9. Keep your Cards close to
your chest
10. Joker in the pack
11. Ace up your sleeve
12. Heart on your sleeve
13. On a silver platter
14. Spill the beans
15. Big cheese

How many can you find
Revision exam
Temperature
check
Hand sanitizing
Class rooms sanitised…
Mask and Social distancing

The school follows the SMS routine..
Sanitise-Mask- Social distance
With students coming back to the school
campus here's how we go about it..

Series Review
-Ishani

The Queen's Gambit
Following its début in October, “The Queen's
Gambit,” became Netflix's No. 1 show in sixty-three
countries and is now the platform's most-watched
“limited scripted series” ever. Based on Walter Tevis's
1983 novel by the same name, the show follows the life
of Beth Harmon (played by Anya Taylor-Joy), a fictional
chess prodigy and her struggles with addiction as she
reaches for the top of the chess world. Both the novel
and the show bear a striking resemblance to the life of
the American star chess player Paul Morphy, who was
found dead in his
bathtub, at the age
of forty-seven.
Morphy began
winning citywide
tournaments in
his native New
Orleans at the age
of nine, and by the
time he was
twenty, he became the United States champion. At the
age of twenty-one, he was considered by many to be the
greatest chess player. Such success was not to last.
Morphy was so gifted at chess that he began to
consider it a child's game and quickly grew tired of it.
He walked away from the game and attempted to
venture into new fields; ultimately, none of these
ventures were successful. He spent his final two
decades as a vagabond who depended on his family's
money to stay afloat; was constantly haunted by
visions of his former fame.
The tale of Morphy is mentioned in a significant
moment around halfway through the show. Beth,
speaking to her old friend Harry Beltik (Harry Melling),
who is the antithesis of Beth's character – he is
comfortable with the fact that he will never be the best
chess player and realises that his passion for the game
will never equal Beth's. Upon the realisation that he

has taught Beth all
that he knows, he
gives her a copy of the
book “Paul Morphy
and the Golden Age of
Chess”. Beth says,
mockingly, You think
that's gonna be me?”.
“I think that is you”,
Harry replies.

-Yaamini

However, in Beth's case, the factor that leads her
away from the game is not boredom – her trouble lies
with everything else. Following the death of her
parents, as a teenager, Beth is adopted by an unhappy
couple who divorce soon after she moves in. The wife of
the family, Alma Wheatley (played by Marielle Heller), is
her sole support in a world that seems to leave her to
her own devices. Alma, however, struggles with an
addiction that Beth and her share – she inhales fistfuls
of green tranquilizer pills in order to maintain a façade
of sanity.
The setting and premise of the show may lead the
audience to believe that `The Queen's Gambit', is a tale
of the troubled genius, the maverick who rises against
all odds to come out on top. This far from true, however
– the usual romanticising of substance abuse among
artists is absent. Beth's trauma is never used as a
means to justify her decisions. Beth is not blessed with
a higher wisdom imparting the hidden secrets chess to
her as she faces the board; rather, she obsessively
studies the game and her opponent to better her
chance at winning. Besides chess, Beth is shown to
have a keen interest in fashion. These details make the
series far more grounded in reality than a number of
shows attempting to depict a troubled genius –
ultimately, it is
clear to the
viewer that Beth
is a human
being, not a an
emotionless,
calculating
robot. This
makes the
viewer far more
sympathetic to Beth than they might expect- when she
plays a game sober for the first time, the viewer feels a
sense of victory as though they too have conquered a
crippling addiction; when she loses a game, the viewer
is hit with a gut-wrenching sense of disappointment.
The intensity of Anya Taylor-Joy's performance and
Scott Frank's excellent direction are just two of the
factors that make 'The Queen's Gambit', one of the best
shows of 2020.

