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Editorial
A white screen blinks at me pitifully while I wrack my
scrambled brain for witty phrases that might make one
student out of a hundred chuckle. I find myself quite at odds
here for the editorial for the Dhwani; how am I supposed to
sum up the madness that was 2020? From the obvious
elephant in the room, the pandemic, to online school even
for the KG kids, to the banal torture that was Microsoft
Forms quizzes, I find myself inadequate to put it into words.
Then again, we've all been through it, so my translation is
unnecessary.
The early days of lockdown brought reading back to me
and I found my nose buried in old favourites. Being cooped
up at home led me to reminisce of the old days at VM like an
old lady in a seaside town; I dreamt of the simmering heat of
June, the Annual Day and Sports Day of August, the
Scholastic Book Fairs of October and the exam fever of
March.

2020-Do you want to Ctrl+Alt+Del? A majority
would love to have it that way. The past year we've all
had our fair share of introspection, learnings,
multitasking and boredom.
2021 promises Recovery, Remedy and Radiance.
The consolidated Dhwani issue of 2020 has few events
which we were fortunate to have in school and many
which had to be ‘locked down’ due to the pandemic. As
you leaf through the online pages we share with you
magical moments of a student's co-curricular filled
activity life at VM in pictures. Cartoons to bring a smile
to your face, interesting reports, a poem and our very
own ‘covictionary’.
With the dates of CBSE Board Exams announced
here's wishing you all abundant success and may the
year live up to all your expectations and more….
Sowmya

A proud moment...

We find it supremely simple to critique the past year
and we've heard plenty of it all these months, so I won't
dwell with that much further. Instead, I find myself filled
with trepidation and excitement for the coming year of new
experiences with the prospects of adjusting better than we
did before. I look forward to going into the new year with my
loved ones; the most important people anyone can have.
Good friends are not so difficult to find and are unarguably
who have helped us push through these times. That is the
simplest key to a warm future; to have the privilege of true
friends. As Anne of Green Gables said, "Kindred spirits are
not so scarce as I used to think. It's splendid to find out
there are so many of them in the world.”
So go forth into the new year with your loved ones at
your side, and trust yourself. Things will turn out the way
we work for it, and that is the gospel of the universe.
The first official digital edition of Vidya Dhwani will
take you on a roller coaster ride of the past year-some in
words and some in pictures.
Happy reading!
Reethika

Our Principal, Mrs. Shoba Raman, received the
CBSE Teacher Award for Best Principal 2020
from the Hon’ble Education Minister of India,
Ramesh Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ on 9th Sep 2020.
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Covid Geek Speak
- Tejashree
With the global pandemic, self-isolation and
quarantining, we've started depending on our
screens for everything. Let it be entertainment, work
or even the mundane task of getting groceries.
Texting and video calls have become the new norm
to connect with people! With this new reality, people
are coming up with new words for Covid special
situations. Here we have some quarantine lingo
people have come up with. How many do you know?
1. Blursday: We all
know the feeling when we
are aware of time passing
and days going by but we
don't know what day of the
week it is. Now that's
Blursday.

devoted to screens due
to the pandemic.
4. Zoom-bombing:
While everyone is
adjusting to the new
system of working
online and attending
classes online, some
people make the process unbearably irksome. Zoombombing is the rude act of hijacking and interrupting a
video conferencing for which you weren't invited in the
first place.
5. Quaranteam: Self-isolation isn't that boring
when you actually do it with a bunch of people you enjoy
spending with! Quarant (team)ine refers to the group of
people who are self-isolating with you.

2.
Covidiot: Doctors
and trained professionals are
stressing on the importance of
wearing face coverings and
maintaining adequate distance in
order to prevent the spread of
infection. The term Covidiot is
used to describe someone who
flouts the rules of lockdown, spreads false information or
fails to follow social distancing.
3. Doomscrolling: Being alone at home all day,
people have nothing better to do than to spend hours
scrolling through their social media platforms, as
productivity becomes more and more unachievable.
Doomscrolling refers to the excessive amount of time

6.
WFH: WFH
is basically the
acronym for 'Work from
Home'.

7. Ms. Rona: Who's the new
missy in town? It's her Majesty;
Ms.Rona. It is a fun, ludicrous
way to address the corona virus.
8. Co-vibe: With a lot of time
on hand, people have turned to
self-care and self-improvement.
It's amusing to notice how people
have changed in this one year period. You're co-vibing
when you harmonise with friends you made in the
Covid -19 quarantine.

Back to School

- Ishani, Swaksha

An Ode

2.

3.

4.

Exams
The fervour of the exam season
Gave many-a-student reason
To break their head
But now instead
We use that head for the odd deception
Classes
Back in school we were in neck deep
Pace with the class we had to keep
But here online
We do just fine
With those extra hours of beauty sleep
Homework
Gone are the days of timely submission
Worrying that tardiness will fetch castigation
Times have now changed
Connectivity can be feigned
To get away with the occasional omission
Sports
Athletes had a field day, their situation was sublime
Even for non-athletes, two hours a week was
outdoors time
Along came the lockdown
And took physical sport down
Esports replaced the ball we dropped and became
our favorite pastime

Wishing
Rama Miss,
Perumal Sir and
Mohan Sir
a happy and healthy
retired life...

Rama Miss

Perumal Sir

Mohan Sir

A leap into the past.

His ability to do pushups
remains unparalleled.
Ans : Mohan Sir

1.

-Shashank

VM in 2019 - 2020
All The Worlds A Stage VMites ready
to make it theirs Interhouse Dramatics

A few events we could celebrate in school and many that were ‘locked down’.
- Aryana, Chinmayi, Neha and Aarushi

Carolling makes it a December to remember

Primary School Day

A special moment for grade
9 students. They VOTE.

Cross your fingers for luck- Interact Raffle

When will I be back in school

Corridors as working space.
The sweet smell of glue
and cardboard on Project Day.

Campaign Trail

KG School Day - Budding Talent..
Founders' Day Nostalgia and Gratitude
Victory

KG Project Day Colour and Creativity..

Farewell a tradition Bidding adieu

Vijayadasami Pooja in school
Our Regal Seniors

The old parking space

Dhwani release revamp of the
iconic scene from The Lion King
Reflections winners

Funfest

Vibrance on
Children's Day....

Investiture.
With a new year, the
welcoming of new leaders

Sweat, smiles and
sweet victory - Sports Day..
No wall remains bare

Basket Ball fun

Primary Project Day
Listening and Learning
Spam and ABHAI
The salangai sounds we left
Thai poosam singing a
behind in 2019…
must on special days

Middle School Project
Nilavembu for health

The blue berets and
red scarves
we failed to see

RSP an inspiration The perfect excuse for
absolute chaos interhouse games
Miiddle school - Craft class

VM Assembly

Project peek a boo The zero periods filled with
fevicol, charts and chaos

Teacher's duty -Sports Day Trying to negate the heat ...

Thyagaraja Aaradhana
Vijayadasami Pooja in school

Republic Day Celebrations

The vibrant display of dance on Children's Day Teachers' on stage on Children's Day

Celebrating 2020
-Ishani
Most of us can agree that 2020 has been a year like
no other – hearing phrases like “the new normal” or “in
these troubling times” evoke a rather apathetic response
from most of us; a constant reminder that the year went
south of normal to the point where we needed to reexamine the very meaning of normalcy. One thing is for
sure, though – we have now found a new appreciation for
things we earlier took for granted; entering school after
the holidays does not seem like such a dismal prospect
after all. In a bid to bring some fun into the dryness of
online school, our school organised online versions of
the Independence Day and Children's Day, bringing ageold VM traditions to Microsoft Stream. Independence
Day began with the ceremonial flag hoisting and saw the
class 12 students display their talents in dance and
music. The video was received with overwhelming
positivity, with over 800 students tuning in on a holiday
to view it.

used to seeing. For the senior students who are close to
graduation, the video reminded us that one of our last,
precious years at this school has been stolen away.
Especially in the case of the class 12 students who
graduated this year – forced to remain at home, they put
together a video thanking the teachers for all that they

The Children's Day celebrations were the highlight
of the academic year.

have done for them, unable to speak to them in person.
This served as a reminder to all of us about how difficult
the current situation is for our teachers too – often, we
are so caught up in our own inconveniences that we fail
to see that it is just as difficult, if not more, for them.
Despite this academic year being far from ideal, we have
all done our best to adapt to the situation.

Students got to see the hidden talents of many of
our beloved teachers. The highlight was most certainly
the skit the teachers put on imitating the antics of the
students in online
school – the
resounding cries
of “Miss, my mic is
not working” and
“Miss, I have some
c o n n e c t i o n
issues” caused
great concern
a m o n g
u s
students who were
convinced that our
excuses were
somehow working.
Apparently, we are sadly mistaken.
The Children's Day celebration also showed us what
we are missing out on this year. The shots of the empty
school and basketball court in the video looked strange
and lonely, far from the crowded, dynamic spots we are

Book Review

- Shashank

Wonder is a story about August Pullman, a geeky
10-year old with an abnormal Star Wars obsession,
who is smart, funny and mature for his age, and is in
many aspects, your ordinary boy. What makes Auggie
somewhat out of the ordinary is that he was born with
a chronic craniofacial disorder, associated with the
Treacher Collins syndrome which keeps him inside
hospitals for most of his childhood. Luckily for Auggie,
he was born into a caring family where his parents
and older sister
shower him with
unconditional
love and willingly
respond to his
every need. But
outside of his
loving family, his
facial deformity
makes Auggie the
object of fear, scorn and ridicule, particularly among
his peers. Needless to say, he was home-schooled

through his primary
schooling years. The
movie starts with
Auggie beginning
middle school, this
time at a regular
school, at his
parents' bidding.
The movie then
progresses to depict
the mutual wariness
between Auggie and his schoolmates and how this
leads to some unpleasant and downright cruel
bullying encounters for Auggie. However, rather than
take this lying down, Auggie deals with his deformity
and the callousness of his peers in his own unique
way. His self-deprecating sense of humour not only
serves as a coping mechanism, but also helps him
connect with his classmates and forge friendships.
Auggie proves to be fun and refreshing company to
anyone willing to look past his physical appearance.
Wonder
thus tells us
the classic
'light at the end
of the tunnel'
tale. Though it
begins as a
story of the
emotional
trauma and
despair of a schoolchild, it slowly transcends into a
story of hope, of kindness, and friendship. Rather
unfortunately, though, it is outshined by the book
from which it was adapted.

School - no phone zone

- Ankitha

