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Every beginning has an end and it is true for the 

academic year too. On the threshold of the exit of this 

year, we look back at our performances. We cherish 

the memories of multitudes of events throwing light on 

our active participation, winning some and putting 

our best performance into others.

We brought accolades in the area of education, 

sports, cultural festivals and quizzes. We also 

enriched our knowledge through participation in 

different forums and circles.

This year after a gap of several years, our school 

was the centre for board examinations. It was carried 

out smoothly. This was made possible only by the 

dedicated role of the teaching and the non-teaching 

staff.

As we cherish our thoughts about our success, we 

also consider our failures with equal ease for in depth 

analysis and return with enhanced performance in 

times to come.

As we sign off, we reiterate that every end has a 

beginning. We wish our students moving out a bright 

future and the students with us in the ensuing 

academic year a splendid performance.

Lakshmi Murali

Continuous as the stars that shine

And twinkle on the milky way,

They stretched in never-ending line

Along the margin of a bay.

For oft, when on my couch I lie

In vacant or in pensive mood,

They flash upon that inward eye

Which is the bliss of solitude;

And then my heart with pleasure fills,

And dances with the daffodils.

These, are a few excerpts from one of William 

Wordsworth's loveliest poems, “I Wandered Lonely As A 

Cloud”, or “Daffodils”, as it is more commonly known. In 

this era of technology, and automation, we often think 

no more of nature, and the resplendence and beauty 

that it brings. We get so caught up, in the virtual world, 

with our minds perpetually imprinted in the vast 

interface between virtuality and reality, that we often 

consign the beautiful specks of nature that surround 

us, to oblivion. In this poem, the poet talks about the 

joys which a thing so simple as a host of fluttering 

daffodils, dancing in the breeze, can so effortlessly 

bring. The brilliant scene which nature puts before him, 

makes him feel peace, and transience. In a world, where 

reality and virtuality meet, sitting back for some time, to 

enjoy the loveliness and pulchritude of the small 

passing instances that nature provides us with, can 

truly provide us with a much needed hiatus from the 

constant throng of stagnant activity, that technology 

brings. The memories, of a few moments, spent with the 

daffodils, which stand calm, separated from a chaotic 

world of technology, can stay etched with us 

perpetually, and perhaps, provide the transcendental 

release, that we oft long for.

Tejasri
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There is a certain 

n o s t a l g i a  t h a t  

accompanies the KG 

school day. Not to sound 

like a broken record, but it 

reminds us of the good old 

times of pink lunch-boxes 

and patterned handkerchiefs, pinned to our uniforms. 

The kids managed to wake themselves up in time for an 

endearing performance, as usual. Faces covered in 

powder with rouge lightly dusted on cheeks, made our 

hearts melt as they bounced to and fro. The event kicked 

off with a stunning display of coordination and 

enthusiasm from the children. The entertaining 

performance helped all take their minds off of their 

mundane tasks and escape the frenzy the exam season 

was causing. The lively music echoed in the open-air 

auditorium as they danced, acted and sang to their 

hearts' content. The end of the day saw weary yet 

cheerful kids leave the school, drawing this year's event 

to a close.

On the 9th of February, 

the school looked like a scene 

from a Disney film. The 

animated faces of the kids 

made one wonder whether it 

was really the Primary Annual 

Day. The seriousness that one 

saw in the performers during 

the annual day had now been 

passed on to the parents, who scrambled for their 

cameras, while others (including the reporters) hung 

around the juice stall, that is, until the show began.

It began with a fantastic orchestra by the 5th 

standard, with a divine and soulful rendition of 

Govardhana Giridhara and 

Kancha Dalayakshi Kamakshi. 

This was followed by a staging 

of Robin Hood, with the kids 

evoking peals of laughter from 

the audience. A sudden 

change in gear was witnessed 

with the majestic Raja Raja 

Cholan, a Tamil play about the 

erstwhile king of Thanjavur. 

The play had incredibly witty lines, leaving the audience 

craving more, after its completion. This was followed by 

'Five Divine Children', a dance drama. The day ended 

with some extravagant dance performances by the third 

and first standard students.

Overall, the day was primarily fun-filled, and 

provided some much-needed lifting of tensions for the 

audience, who were captivated by the charm and 

outstanding panache of the students of the primary 

section.

Primary Annual Day
- Adithya and Uttama

It was with a heavy 

heart, that we bid 

farewell to our batch of 

2019 this year. 167 

beautiful invitations 

were handmade and 

distributed, inviting the 

seniors to their going away programme, hosted by the 

11th graders. We had a game of scavenger hunt, good 

food, and a classy backdrop for photos. Entertainment 

included western music which ended with a lifelike 

F r edd i e  Me r cu ry  

i m p e r s o n a t i o n ,  

regional music with a 

c r o w d  f a v o u r i t e  

Vennu Mallesh cover, 

a n d  d a n c e .  T h e  

Namma VM-ite titles 

were bagged by Shreya Sanjay and Sunand, who sang 

and danced to Mamma Mia and played the violin 

respectively. As an additional fun surprise, we had clues 

put up on the walls relating to places in the school. 'Team 

Ixa' guessed them all right and won a fruit basket. All in 

all, it was a fun experience, and we hope the 12th graders 

leave knowing that they will be deeply missed.

Farewell - Yaamini

Did You Know?
Man is the only animal which sleeps on its back.

Did You Know?
Flamingos can eat only with their heads upside down.

Did You Know?
Cows don’t have front teeth.

Did You Know?
The longest recorded flight of a chicken, was 13 
seconds.

Did You Know?
An owl is the only bird, which can see the colour blue.

KG School Day
- Reethika and Varsha



The buzz in the 

a tmosphere  in  the  

k i n d e r g a r t e n  a n d  

primary blocks signalled 

that Vidya Mandir's 

project day 2018-19 was 

underway. With crowds thronging the classrooms, and 

paying rapt attention to the enthusiastic kids explain 

their projects, there was barely enough space for us to 

squeeze into the rooms where the projects were 

displayed, for us to observe 

them and take pictures. The 

high population density was 

definitely justified, though. 

The projects on display were 

worth a view.

Pro j ec t s  th i s  year  

touched upon varied themes 

–  the  earnest  midd le  

s choo l e r s  f o cused  on  

endangered fauna and India through the ages, while our 

eager and enthusiastic primary kids dealt with the 

theme of fruits and vegetables. The diversity of the topics 

didn't seem to daunt the kids though, as all of them came 

through in their presentation with the confidence and 

poise typical of a VM-ite. A clear example of this was sixth 

graders confidently rattling out statistics around the 

monthly production of vehicles in the Maruti Suzuki 

factory in Gujarat. Also, considering that the project day 

preparations took place over a short duration, the 

artwork and project models on display were truly 

impressive and students, ably guided by our teachers, 

who outdid themselves on that front as well.

On the whole, this year's project day was an 

enriching and educational experience for the presenters 

and audience alike, and was truly reflective of the 

students' creative potential and the teachers' 

commitment. The selling of VM T-shirts at the event, as a 

finishing touch, encompassed our school spirit. Yet 

again, our students and teachers clearly met the high 

standards that our school had set, and raised the bar for 

upcoming project days.

Project Day
- Bhaskar and Shashank

Annual Day 2018

- Mahima 

Singapore Student
Exchange Programme

- Ishani

Friday, the 
th9  of November, 

was an exciting 

d a y  f o r  V M .  

Students from 

the Methodist's 

Gir ls  School ,  

Singapore, visited our school as part of the long-

standing student exchange program. Once the students 

from Singapore had arrived, they were met with 

whispers of anticipation and confusion from the home 

crowd. The VM-ites were rather satisfied with the timing 

of the visiting students, who arrived later than expected 

(this was to be expected, considering our first few 

classes were left to bite the dust). After a brief welcome 

by our Principal, the visitors delivered an interesting 

speech outlining a wide range of topics; from the history 

of the exchange program to Crazy Rich Asians, a very 

successful Hollywood film featuring an All Asian cast, 

written by a Singaporean novelist. They then 

entertained the audience with a dance performance to 

the songs from the above said movie. The performance 

was well received by our school students. With this, the 

visiting students concluded their performance. The 

students returned to class, pumped, after an 

entertaining show.

Pun-Time
I’ve just written a song about tortillas. Actually, it’s 
more of a rap.

Pun-Time
I used to be a banker, but I lost interest.

Pun-Time
How did I escape Iraq? Iran.

Pun-Time
Insect puns are annoying. They tend to bug people.

Pun-Time
I’m glad I know sign language. It’s pretty handy



Interviews - Tejasri and Meera

Q: What motivated you to become a teacher?

A: Teaching excites me. Dealing with young minds, their hopes, aspirations, helping 

them, is something I very much enjoy. It is a very liberating profession, giving one 

plenty of space to innovate and modify concepts that are to be taught every time, in a 

way that the children learn. There is opportunity for creativity. Learning from the 

students, dealing with pressure everyday, holding your head high at all times, 

positive attitude, and cheerfulness, are the things one could learn first-hand from 

children. It resonates with me.

Q: If not a teacher, what would you have liked to do?

A: I was originally trained to be a lawyer.  I'd completed the LLB course, and with a Bachelor's degree in Law. But 

I had always been equally inclined towards teaching. Then, I thought about pursuing it, and life brought me 

here.

Q: Could you tell us about your favourite interests apart from teaching? Which would be your favourite 

quote?

A: I have always enjoyed reading, music and singing. One of my favourites quotes, which has really stuck with 

me through the years, is; “Always face the sunshine, and the shadows will fall behind you”- by Walt Whitman.

Q: What are your plans for the future?

A: E-teaching is a field that I want to get into and explore. I'm also thinking of a small English school in the 

neighbourhood. 

Q:  What is your message to the school and students?

A: Every person has a different strength, and everyone helps with the weak links in a group. Any group has to be 

homogenous. If an outsider perceives it as a heterogeneous group, it tends to break. Different people want 

different things, but while in a group, everyone must feel happy, included, work together, teach others, get 

help from others and bend, being flexible like the willow tree. An incident, which happened many years ago, 

about a student in primary, who was suffering due to a congenital defect in his heart, but still persevered, and 

succeeded in his life, has greatly taught and influenced me. Ill-health cannot really be comprehended by 

children who are normal. I believe that we've a great deal to learn from the children, who have the courage to 

go on, and manage their lives, despite their illnesses, following their dreams. All of you children are in school, 

be happy, doing what you do. Politically correct or not, always follow your passions. I wish you all, the very 

best. Keep smiling :)  

Sudha Miss GP Sir

met up to play. As a child, I used to play cricket in my friends' terraces and we had a lot of good-natured fun. 

There were no technicalities. It was very carefree and enjoyable.
Q: Is there any incident that has left an impact on you? 
A: The one thing which motivates me and makes me feel very happy is the students' response. When a student 

comments on my YouTube channel saying,  “It was only because of this lecture that I was able to crack this,” It 

really makes me feel very happy. When my students call me to tell me that they've scored very well, I feel proud 

of them, and it leaves me feeling very satisfied.
Q: Could you tell us about your YouTube channel?
A: There are so many students all around who can benefit from the channel, because everything has a wider 

reach online. It is slightly complicated because I am free mostly in the evenings, but when I take the videos in 

the evening, the lighting is not very good. Sunlight is best for shooting the videos. I plan on expanding my 

YouTube channel now and making more videos. I'm going to continue teaching through them. 
Q: What is your message to the school and students?
A: Students must concentrate on all activities, and not only academics. They must be in a position to face 

anything life throws at them. Children must balance academics and extracurricular activities proportionally. 

Academics is important, but students should also take time to develop other skills. They need to do what they 

enjoy. They need to find their passion, and follow their dreams and aspirations. They must be happy, enjoy 

the good vibrations, treat everyone equally, and love everyone. 
I wish all of you, good luck. It has been truly a wonderful journey in our school.

Q: Why did you want to become a teacher? What was your inspiration?

A: I had always wanted to be around small children, so when I got the opportunity to join 

the KG, I decided to do it. Teaching wasn’t something I had really planned, but it was 

something which I had always been interested and curious about, right from the time I 

was in college. I had always wondered what teaching children, and being around the 

tiny tots, would be like. It’s quite a lot of fun!

Q: Could you tell us about your hobbies?

A: I read books, listen to songs, and dabble in a bit of drawing. I really enjoy Dan Brown’s 

books. I love melodious songs, especially those sung by Ilaiyaraja and A.R Rahman.

Q: When it comes to teaching in the KG block, there are a lot of tiny-tots. How is it being around them, and 

teaching children of such a young age?

Geetha Miss

Q: How did you develop an interest for Physics?
A: From the moment I started thinking about subjects and careers, it was always 

Physics. From a very early age, I loved the subject. When I was young, my 

uncle used to talk to me about topics on Physics. Things like why there was no 

atmosphere on the moon excited me. Once I read a book on Physics in the 

library. My curiosity developed, and I loved the subject more and more. I 

became very happy and interested that I was able to understand complex 

topics. This way, I found my passion in Physics. If I need to relax, I do Physics 

and nothing else. From when I was young, I was a perfectionist. I had to excel 

at everything, especially with Physics, because of my love for the subject.
Q: What are your hobbies and sports interests?
A: I really love Tamil literature. During my school days, I wrote poems for my 

school magazines and few of those were published in Tamil magazines and 

books those days. Back then, people never had any phones. Children in the 

streets used to come together and play. We were all very excited whenever we 

A: It is absolutely awesome. You aren’t just a teacher to the children. You feel like a mother, and the whole KG section 

feels like your extended family. During the first few days of school, when some children cry, saying “Amma, amma, 

veetukku ponnum (Mother, I want to go home)” we (the teachers) console the children, sit them upon our laps, and  

feel like they’re our own children. It is really magical, being around the care-free children, listening to them talk 

freely, and watch them play.

Q: What are your plans for the future?

A: Well first, I need a break! It’s been a wonderful 26 years here at VM. I’m thinking about travelling for a bit, and 

taking some personal time.

Q: Your final message, to the students of VM?

A: Be happy. Being a student in VM is truly wonderful, and it is something that you have all been blessed with. I come 

from a convent, and we never really got to be free, and there was always too much pressure, I can see the 

difference. You have a lot of freedom, so make good use of it, and enjoy. Follow your dreams and aspirations. All 

the best, and God bless you all.



The  minute  the  SPL  

nominees were announced, the 

11th graders got to work 

planning the campaigning 

strategy. Nishanth kindly offered 

his house for everyone to group 

together and make posters, 

slogans, memes, and banners. 

Early next 

morning, all 

the material 

was put up 

in  s choo l  

a n d  t h e  

nominees addressed the crowd 

with their big ideas and plans. 

Later on, the nominees traipsed 

the corridors with their swarms of 

supporters to campaign in the 

classrooms. As always, it was 

mostly yelling slogans and 

whooping at everything the 

candidates said, but the 

point was gotten across. The 

high school block cast their 

votes on Wednesday and by 

s n a c k s  t h e  e a g e r l y  

anticipated results were out. 

Congratulations once again 

to Avinash, Nishanth, and 

Harsini, and best of luck!

SPL Elections
- Yaamini

Republic Day & Investiture
- Mahima

"Ten soldiers wisely led will beat hundred                   

without a head" - Euripides

While we may understand the significance of 

Independence Day better, Republic Day is the one all VM-

ites look forward to as the induction of the new batch of 

prefects takes place.

As part of the 

R e p u b l i c  D a y  

celebrations, there was 

a patriotic performance 

paying tribute to D. K. 

Pattammal. The 11th 

and 8th graders put on a splendid dance performance, and 

the 8th graders performed an enthralling skit on some 

lesser known freedom fighters.

Then, the Investiture 

ceremony followed, with the 

prefects handing over their 

posts to their successors. Our 

outgoing School Pupil Leader, 

Shreya Sanjay, gave a moving 

speech about her time growing 

up in our school, and how it 

had shaped her. Then, our 

principal  Ms. Shoba Raman 

addressed the school about 

honing our minds to improve skills and discipline. Finally, 

the ceremony concluded with our new SPL Avinash 

Narasipur administering the national pledge. Notably, one 

of our students, Maheja of 10th standard, was a part of this 

year's Madras Republic Day Parade.

Annual Day 2018Children's Day
- Tejashree

The Children's Day 

on 14th November this 

year was a fun and 

exciting day for all of us. 

The girls were dressed  in 

co l our fu l  and  cu te  

salwars, and the boys 

looked smart in their shirts and kurtas. We started the day 

with a mellifluous musical performance, by our very own 

Nithya Ramesh Miss who played the Veena. Our chief 

guest for the day was Maharaj Medha Nandhaj Ji, a 

spiritual head who delivered a powerful speech. The Math 

Club and Library week competition prizes were then 

a w a r d e d .  M r .  

S i v a k u m a r ,  a n  

environmentalist told us, 

about the need of the 

hour; water. We learnt 

interesting facts about 

water and what life 

without water would be 

like. At last, the Spam 

Club members had their Carnatic quiz. We also watched 

the obstacle race, which was very entertaining. After all 

this, we went back to our classes, where we pleaded with 

every teacher for a free period, giving them the excuse of 

children's day. Some of us were lucky, and some of us 

were not. But the whole day was fun filled, colourful and 

super cool. Overall, we had an amazing, joyous and a 

thrilling children's day!



CAMPUS JOTTINGS -Adithya and Uttama

Interact Club
Members of the Interact Club 
spent some quality time, well, 
'interacting' over at Sevalaya. 
The Raffle Draw that they 
conducted not only drew the 
names of the lucky winners, 
but also the praise for the 
initiative from many.

Math Club
The mathemagicians of the 
Maths Club dazzled us with 
various projects, made using 
mathematical concepts. These 
included a sundial, a formula to 
win every game of tic tac toe, 
and even a diorama showcasing 
the perfect football goal.

MUN Club
The MUN team had a 'fun'tastic year as they won 

multiple awards at SanMUN, 
C V M U N  a n d  P S M U N ,   
emerging Second Best School 
at SanMUN. They are now 
loaded for VMUN 2019. 
#WeMUNAtVMUN

Mole Day
On 23rd October, aka Mole Day, 

t h e  C h e m i s t r y  C l u b  

Effervescence hosted a range of 

activities from a quiz to a 

chemistry-based dance that 

formed an unusually strong 

'bond' with our students.

Arts Club
Artists from our school 'splashed' 
their creativity, by getting the 
opportunity to participate in a 
wall painting session organised 
by the German Consulate.

Singapore Visit
The campus was overjoyed to host 

a group of girls from the Methodist 

Girls School Singapore, who sang 

and tapped feet to numbers from 

Crazy Rich Asians.

RSP
Maheja Mahadevan from class 
10 was selected to be a part of the 
RSP Contingent, and her salute 
was received by the Hon'ble 
Governor on Republic Day 
during the march at Marina.

We recollected the history of our school 
with pride on Founder’s day, Feb. 4th. 
Our chief guest for the event was Dr. K. 
V. S. Gopalakrishnan, IPS (Retd), 
Former Special Director - Intelligence 
Bureau and currently Secretary, P.S. 
Educational Society, Chennai.

Founder’s Day Sparkles’18
The seniors had a ‘sparkling’ time on 
November 17th on account of our 
inter school academic culturals 
which takes place once in two years. 
The events included ‘InfoHigh’, 
‘Evolve’, ‘Bonds’, and ‘Commercium’.

Ignited Minds
A team from class 12 lit the 

screens on fire as they won the 

coveted Ignite competition. 

Receiving the award from the 

Hon'ble., President was icing on the cake.

Fun Times
T h e  e v e r - s o -
popular Fun Fest 
enthralled school 
students with an 

array of activities and games. 
Students agree that the February 
Fun Fest was fantastically festive!

Heritage Club
Class 10 students 
of the heritage club 
l i t e r a l l y  w e n t  
places as their film 

was selected for screening at SIFFCY, 
an international film festival.

IAYP
The members of 
t h e  I A Y P  
program went 
on an enjoyable 
trek-or-treating 
to Yelagiri Hills.



“This is a murder mystery novel.”

That's how Christopher Boone, the story's fifteen-

year old protagonist, describes it. Unlike this 

pronouncement though, what is never explicitly stated 

is what forms the  of the plot: Christopher is 

autistic. Even so, this is not a tale of a boy grappling with 

illness; This is a story of piked poodles, red Aloo Gobi 

Saag, and the London Underground.

 begins, from when Christopher finds his 

neighbour's dog impaled on her lawn. When the police 

show no signs of pursuing the murderer, he takes 

matters into his own hands, because, as he puts it “Dogs 

are important, too - When someone gets murdered you 

have to find out who did it so they can be punished.” 

That's all there is to it.

He doesn't really fit into peoples' perceptions of a 

'retarded' person – because he's not. In fact, he's 

something of a genius. He's got Holmesian observation 

skills, and rationalizes better than most of us could ever 

hope to. If you can quantify it, he can grasp it. Which 

may be the problem there: human feelings don't follow 

any kind of formula. People don't always say what they 

crux

The story

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
- Mark Haddon

mean or mean what they say. 

When logic is your forte and 

you're not really a people 

person, trying to talk to your 

next-door neighbor is an 

affair of its own, especially 

with a boy like Christopher, 

who takes the concept of 

'Stranger-Danger '  very 

seriously.

The story is told from 

Christopher's perspective as 

part of a book he is writing. It 

contains not just accounts of 

events, but the occasional 

deviation into philosophy and science. As you keep 

reading, you find that these support the story, helping 

you understand his view on things.

Delving deeper into the crime reveals more to Chris 

than just a canine-killer, leaving him scrambling all the 

way to London in a bid for his life. You come out of the 

book with a sense of woe for the character and his 

misguided attempts at avenging and all-around 

interacting, all the while praying for his and his drained 

father's sanity. With fantasies and teen-soaps spreading 

over shelves like a tumor, this is a book worth reading 

and I'd recommend it to high schoolers looking for a 

change.

Book Review
-Mahima

Prefects not so PerfectPrefects not so Perfect
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